BRITISH  ADMINISTRATIVE  POLICY
Company exercised themselves in the art of government, and developed into administrative and judicial services. At first they trusted very largely to their Indian subordinates : nor did they rise very far above the corrupted morals of those that surrounded them.   Honesty was enforced by the strictness of Warren Hastings and Lord Cornwallis, and   was assisted by the  grant of liberal salaries.   Knowledge came with experience,  and lines were laid down that enabled the Indian Government, with the assistance of numerous military officers, to provide for the administration of the wide territories that were taken over during the sixty years that preceded the Mutiny. It was>only to be expected that these lines should generally follow those that had been adopted by preceding governments.   The Mahrattas had been content to maintain the administrative system of the Mohammedans in the provinces which they had acquired from them : they even preserved the Persian phraseology which was in use for official  purposes.   Accordingly  British  administration, whether it supplanted Mahratta or Mohammedan authority, was elaborated under .Mohammedan influence, and preserves to this day some of the leading features of Mohammedan rule.   Such, for instance, was the " district " system.     The country was subdivided into districts of about the size and population of a large English county, over each of which was set an officer who represented the central authority in every branch of its activity except that of deciding upon civil disputes. He resembled in some ways a French prfyet.   He was head of the police and also chief criminal magistrate, the functions of detecting and of punishing crime being combined in a single department of public safety.   He was also responsible for the collection of revenue.   These functions still remain to his British successors.   Other activities of the Government of to-day can only be efficiently controlled from a single provincial or imperial
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